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At the end of this session, participants will understand

• what to expect from the 2017-2018 U.S. History summative assessment for high school, 
by comparing the EOC U.S. History test to the new LEAP 2025 U.S. History test;

• how the changes support instruction; and

• what resources are available now and in the future to help prepare for the new test.

The pdf and recording of this webinar will be uploaded to the Assessment Guidance library 
early next week.

Today’s Goals



Social Studies Vision
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To be productive members of society, students must be critical consumers of 
information. To develop and express informed opinions, they need to examine and 
evaluate information from an array of sources and connect that information with their 
background knowledge. To understand how events happen and why people act in 
certain ways, students must also make connections between what happened in the 
past and what is occurring in the present. To accomplish this, students must:

• use sources regularly to learn content.

• make connections among people, events, and ideas across time and place.

• express informed opinions supported by evidence from sources and outside 
knowledge. 

In social studies, this means students must delve deeply into the content so that they 
are able to develop and support claims about social studies content and concepts.

Social Studies Vision
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Connecting Instruction and Assessment



Social Studies Vision Reflected in the 
LEAP 2025 U.S. History Assessment
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The summative assessment reflects the instructional priorities for social studies. 

The LEAP 2025 U.S. History assessment provides students with opportunities to:

• engage with an array of sources that support them in answering questions. 

• demonstrate their understanding through a variety of item types.

• use content knowledge acquired through classroom instruction and the sources to 
develop their ideas and support their claims.

• apply their understanding of U.S. history content and concepts to make connections 
and show relationships among ideas, people, and events within and across time and/or 
place.



Assessment Approach and Design



Comparison of Approach and Design
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Category EOC U.S. History Test LEAP 2025 U.S. History  Test
Levels Four achievement levels (Excellent, Good, 

Fair, Needs Improvement)
Five achievement levels (Advanced, Mastery, Basic, 
Approaching Basic, Unsatisfactory)

Content 
Standards

Items aligned to the 2011 U.S. History 
grade-level expectations (GLEs)

Items aligned to the 2011 U.S. History grade-level 
expectations (GLEs)

Sessions • Session 1: Multiple Choice 
• Session 2: Task
• Session 3: Multiple Choice

• Session 1: Item Sets & Discrete Stand-alone Items
• Session 2 : Task Set
• Session 3: Item Sets & Discrete Stand-alone Items

Total 
Points

52 points 76 points

Item 
Types

• Multiple choice 
• Extended response

• Selected response: multiple choice, multiple select
• Technology enhanced
• Constructed response
• Extended response

Written
Responses

• Includes an extended-response item in 
Session 2 worth up to 4 points

• Includes an extended-response item in Session 2 
worth up to 8 points

• Includes constructed response items in Sessions 1 
and 3 worth up to 2 points

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/academic-standards/social-studies-u-s-history.pdf?sfvrsn=8
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/academic-standards/social-studies-u-s-history.pdf?sfvrsn=8


LEAP 2025 U.S. History Operational Test Design
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Test 
Session

Component Number of Source 
Documents per Set 
and Discrete Item

Number and Types of 
Questions

Number 
of 

Points

Time 
Allowed

Session 1
4 Item Sets 3 or more

18 Selected Response
4 Technology Enhanced
1 Constructed Response 33 X minutes

Discrete Stand-alone Items 0, 1, or 2 5 Selected Response

Session 2 1 Task Set 4 or more 4 Selected Response
1 Extended Response 12 X minutes

Session 3
4 Item Sets 3 or more

16 Selected Response
4 Technology Enhanced
1 Constructed Response 31 X minutes

Discrete Stand-alone Items 0, 1, or 2 5 Selected Response

Total 
Operational 

Form

8 Item Sets
1 Task Set

10 Discrete Stand-alone 
Items

48 Selected Response
8 Technology Enhanced
2 Constructed Response

1 Extended Response

76 X minutes

All LEAP 2025 assessments are timed. Timing for the LEAP 2025 U.S. History test will be available 
Fall 2017.



LEAP 2025 U.S. History Test Design
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Test Session Component Number and Types of 
Questions

Number 
of Points

Time 
Allowed

Total 
Operational 

Form

8 Item Sets
1 Task Set

10 Discrete Stand-alone Items

48 Selected Response
8 Technology Enhanced
2 Constructed Response

1 Extended Response

76

X minutes
Total

Embedded 
Sets/Items

2 Item Sets
6 Discrete Stand-alone Items 

(embedded across 
Sessions 1 and 3)

16 Selected Response
4 Technology Enhanced or 

Constructed Response
N/A

• The operational LEAP 2025 U.S. History test form contains eight item sets, ten discrete 
stand-alone items, and a task set. The assessment also includes embedded field-test 
items (two item sets and six discrete stand-alone items). 

• Only a student’s performance on the operational sets and discrete stand-alone items 
will count towards a student’s final score. The field-test sets and discrete stand-alone 
items do not count towards a student’s final score on the test; they provide information 
that will be used to develop future test forms. 



Source Documents
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Sets and discrete stand-alone items may include a variety of source documents, such as:

• excerpts from text-based primary and/or secondary sources

• authentic and/or reproductions of historical maps 

• charts, tables, and/or graphs 

• timelines and/or series of events

• illustrations, paintings, and/or photographs 

• historical posters and/or political cartoons

• graphic organizers and/or diagrams



Selected Response (SR)
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Selected-Response (SR) Items

• Appear in sets and as discrete stand-alone items

• Worth one point

• Students cannot earn partial credit

• Multiple Choice (MC)

• Asks students to choose one correct answer from four answer options

• Multiple Select (MS)
• Includes more than four answer options 

• Asks students to select two or more correct answers 

• Always identifies in boldface print the number of correct answers required



LEAP 2025 U.S. History Item Sets
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Category Item Sets
Sessions Appear in Sessions 1 and 3
Sources 3 or more related source documents
Number of Items 5-7 items
Alignment Items within the set may align to different GLEs within a single 

standard
Item Types Selected response: multiple choice (MC), multiple select (MS)

Technology enhanced (TEI)
Constructed response (CR)

Rubrics Constructed-response items are scored using a rubric with a 0-to-2 
point scale

Available 
Resources & Tools

Online platform tools and features 

Total Points Per Set 5-8 points
*depends on total number of items and item types in a given set



Comparison of EOC and LEAP 2025 Items
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Mr. Rockefeller has not squandered his income. He has applied it 
for thirty-five years to accumulating not only oil property but real 
estate—railroad stock, iron mines, copper mines, anything and 
everything which could be bought cheap by temporary depressing 
and made to yield rich by his able management. For thirty-five 
years he has worked for special privileges giving him advantages 
over competitors, . . . for thirty-five years he has depreciated 
values when necessary to get his prey. 

—Ida Tarbell, “John D. Rockefeller: A Character Study,” McClure’s 
Magazine, 1905

Based on the excerpt, which conclusion can best be 
reached?

A. Ida Tarbell practiced yellow journalism.
B. Ida Tarbell supported the interests of the wealthy.
C. Ida Tarbell wrote muckraking journalism.
D. Ida Tarbell opposed government reforms of 

commerce.

LEAP 2025 U.S. History Item
• This MC question is part of an item set that 

includes four sources (two excerpts, a political 
cartoon, and a timeline) which set the context and 
support students in responding to a variety of item 
types (three MC, one MS, one TEI, and one CR).

• The item asks students to examine the timeline and 
use that information along with their content 
knowledge to explain the influence of Progressive 
reformers.

Based on Source 4, which statement best explains how 
Progressive reformers influenced the political process?

A. Reform efforts expanded suffrage to racial 
minorities.

B. Reform efforts increased public participation in 
politics.

C. Reform efforts restricted the power of the 
federal government.

D. Reform efforts created a political system with 
two parties.

EOC U.S. History Item

• This multiple-choice question is a discrete stand-
alone item that asks students to identify an example 
of muckraking journalism from a quotation. 



Selected Response: Multiple Choice (MC)
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Based on Source 4, which statement best explains 
how Progressive reformers influenced the political 
process?

A. Reform efforts expanded suffrage to racial 
minorities.

B. Reform efforts increased public participation 
in politics.

C. Reform efforts restricted the power of the 
federal government.

D. Reform efforts created a political system with 
two parties.

Read and study the sources about political machines, corruption, and Progressive reforms. 
Then use the four sources and your knowledge of U.S. history to answer the questions.



Selected Response: Multiple Select (MS)
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Based on Source 1, which statements best describe the 
relationship between political machines and local 
communities in the late nineteenth century?

Select the two correct answers.

A. Political machines provided aid to urban 
communities in exchange for votes. 

B. Political machines worked with labor unions to 
expand their influence in local communities.

C. Political machines emerged among immigrant 
groups in rural communities.

D. Political machines used a system of patronage to 
gain support of voters and their communities.

E. Political machines worked with voters to 
eliminate corruption in government.

F. Political machines worked with voters to block 
immigrants from moving into their communities.



Technology-Enhanced Items (TEIs)
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• Appear at or near the end of item sets

• Uses interactive technology (e.g., drag-and-drop, text highlight, drop-down menu) to 
capture students’ understanding of content and concepts

• Worth two points, and students can earn partial credit (1 point)

• LEAP 2025 Technology-Enhanced Item Types offers a summary of the different kinds of 
TEIs

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/technology-enhanced-item-types-available-in-insight.pdf?sfvrsn=4


Technology-Enhanced Item (TEI)
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Drag and drop the four correct events into the flow 
chart in chronological order from earliest to most recent 
to show the rise of political machines and their effects.

Key



Constructed Response (CR)
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• Appears at the end of some item sets

• Asks students to write a brief response to demonstrate their understanding of 
content and concepts

• Worth up to 2 points, and students can earn partial credit (1 point)



Constructed Response (CR)
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Based on the sources and your knowledge of U.S. history, describe one problem 
caused by political corruption and explain how Progressives proposed to reform 
that problem.



Constructed Response (CR)
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LEAP 2025 U.S. History
Item Sets vs. Task Set
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Category Item Sets Task Set
Sessions Appear in Sessions 1 and 3 Appears in Session 2
Sources 3 or more related source documents 4 or more related source documents
Number of Items 5-7 items 5 items
Alignment Items within the set may align to different 

GLEs within a single standard
Items within the set may align to GLEs across 
multiple standards

Item Types • Selected response: multiple choice (MC),
multiple select (MS)

• Technology enhanced (TEI)
• Constructed response (CR)

• Selected response: multiple choice (MC), 
multiple select (MS)

• Extended response (ER)

Rubrics • Constructed-response items are scored 
using a rubric with a 0-to-2 point scale

• Extended-response item is scored using a 
two-dimensional rubric measuring content 
and claims; the rubric for each dimension 
has a 0-to-4 point scale

Available 
Resources & 
Tools

• Online platform tools and features • Online platform tools and features
• Extended-Response Checklist

Total Points Per 
Set

5-8 points 12 points



Extended Response (ER)
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• Appears at the end of task sets

• Asks students to write an in-depth response that expresses and develops a claim, 
incorporating their knowledge of the content along with evidence from the source 
documents 

• Scored holistically on two dimensions: Content and Claims

• The rubric for each dimension has a 0-to-4 point scale



Extended-Response Checklist
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• Students taking the U.S. History test will have 
access to the U.S. History Extended-Response 
Checklist during Session 2 via the online testing 
platform.

• The LEAP 2025 U.S. History Extended-Response 
Checklist can also be accessed in the LDOE 
Assessment Guidance Library.

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment-guidance/leap-2025-u-s-history-extended-response-checklist.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/assessment-guidance


Extended Response (ER)
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Based on the sources and your knowledge of U.S. history, analyze how the development of 
the transportation system in the United States affected the country economically and 
culturally in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

As you write, follow the directions below.
• Address all parts of the prompt.
• Include information and examples from your own knowledge of U.S. history.
• Use evidence from the sources to support your response.
• Follow the steps on the Checklist as you write your response.
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Connecting Instruction and Assessment



LEAP 2025 Sample Task
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Read and study the sources about the American 
transportation system in the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries. As you read the four sources, think about 
how the development of the transportation system in the 
United States affected the country economically and 
culturally. After you read the sources, answer the questions.

• Source 1:  Map of Railroad Networks (1870–1890)
• Source 2: Excerpt from Facing Aviation’s Critics
• Source 3: Excerpt from The Story of My Life
• Source 4: Three tables showing transportation industry 

statistics (1910-1940)

Based on the sources and your knowledge of U.S. history, 
analyze how the development of the transportation system in 
the United States affected the country economically and 
culturally in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

Develop and 
Express 
Claims

Explore 
Sources and 

Set the 
Context



Comparison of EOC and LEAP 2025 Task Set
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The following question requires you to write a 
multiparagraph response that integrate 
information from source documents 1 through 4 
with your knowledge of U.S. history. For 
instructions on what to include and how to 
organize your response, refer to the Extended-
Response Checklist.

Analyze the effects of household electric 
appliances on American society from the 1920s 
through the 1940s.

LEAP 2025 U.S. History Task Set
• This ER item is part of a task set that also 

includes four selected-response items and 
several sources (a map, an excerpt from a 
memoir, an excerpt from an essay, and three 
tables showing statistics). The set includes items 
aligned to US.2.2, US.2.4, and US.4.3.

Based on the sources and your knowledge of U.S. 
history, analyze how the development of the 
transportation system in the United States affected 
the country economically and culturally in the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
As you write, follow the directions below.
• Address all parts of the prompt.
• Include information and examples from your own 

knowledge of U.S. history.
• Use evidence from the sources to support your 

response.
• Follow the steps on the Checklist as you write 

your response.

EOC U.S. History Task Set
• This ER item is part of a task set that also 

includes two multiple-choice items and several 
sources (a graph, an advertisement, an excerpt 
from a book, excerpts from interviews, and a 
graph with an accompanying excerpt). All of the 
items in the set are aligned to US.4.3.



Extended-Response Rubric: Content
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Extended-Response Rubric: Claims
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Resources



Assessment and Instructional Resources for 
U.S. History
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Available now
Assessment Guidance Library and Released and Sample Items Library
• LEAP 2025 Assessment Guides for U.S. History
• LEAP 2025 U.S. History Extended-Response Checklist
• Sample LEAP 2025 U.S. History Item Set - Political Machines and Progressive Reforms
• Sample LEAP 2025 U.S. History Task Set – The American Transportation System of the 

Late 19th and Early 20th Centuries
• LEAP 2025 Technology-Enhanced Item Types

K-12 Social Studies Resources page and Grades 9-12 Social Studies Teacher Library
• Key Themes US History 
• Social Studies Scope and Sequence for United States History
• 2011 Social Studies Grade-Level Expectations
• Instructional Tasks

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/assessment-guidance
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/released-and-sample-test-items
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment-guidance/guide-assessment-structure-13-14-us-history.pdf?sfvrsn=28
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment-guidance/leap-2025-u-s-history-extended-response-checklist.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment-guidance/leap-2025-u-s-history-item-set---political-machines-and-progressive-reforms.pdf?sfvrsn=4
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment-guidance/leap-2025-u-s-history-task-set---the-american-transportation-system-of-the-late-19th-and-early-20th-centuries.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/technology-enhanced-item-types-available-in-insight.pdf?sfvrsn=4
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/k-12-social-studies-resources
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/teacher-support-toolbox-library/9-12-grade-social-studies-teachers
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/academic-curriculum/key-themes-us-history.pdf?sfvrsn=6
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/scope-and-sequence/social-studies-sample-scope-and-sequence---us-history-pdf.pdf?sfvrsn=3
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/academic-standards/standards---k-12-social-studies.pdf?sfvrsn=18
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/k-12-social-studies-resources


Practice Resources: 
U.S. History Online Tools Training (OTT)
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LEAP 2025 U.S. History Online Tools Training (OTT)
• Available Fall 2017
• Practice answering different item types
 Multiple choice (MC) 
 Multiple select (MS) 
 Technology enhanced (TE)
 Constructed response (CR) 
 Extended response (ER)

• Use the tools and features of the testing platform

• Access using a Chrome browser

https://wbte.drcedirect.com/LA/portals/la


Practice Resources: U.S. History Practice Test
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The LEAP 2025 U.S. History Practice Test:
• will be available Fall 2017.
• includes a variety of sources and item types. 
• reflects the test design (sessions, points per session, testing materials).
• is administered in the secure testing platform.
• includes accommodated versions.
• does not include embedded field-test sets and discrete items that students will 

experience when taking the operational test.

For resources related to the practice tests, visit the Practice Test Library.
• Practice Test Quick Start Guide
• LEAP 2025 Social Studies Practice Test Guidance
• Educator Scoring for LEAP 2025 Computer-based Practice Tests
• LEAP 2025 U.S. History Practice Test Answer Key (Available Fall 2017)

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/practice-tests
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/practice-test-quick-start-guide.pdf?sfvrsn=20
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-2025-social-studies-practice-test-guidance.docx?sfvrsn=12
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/educator-scoring-for-leap-2025-computer-based-practice-tests.pdf?sfvrsn=3


Practice Resources: High School Practice Tests
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The Teacher Access Link for the high school LEAP 2025 Practice Tests is now available. 
Teachers can view the practice tests by accessing the Teacher Access link in a Chrome 
browser and entering the username and password for an assessment. The high school 
practice tests for student use will be available this fall.

Practice Test Username Login
English I ENG1 teach2025
English II ENG2 teach2025
Algebra ALG1 teach2025

Geometry GEO teach2025
US History USHIST teach2025

https://wbte.drcedirect.com/LA/#portal/la/510628/ott/6/username/password/false


Test Administration and Reporting



Reporting Categories
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EOC U.S. History

Percentage per reporting category:

•Standard 2-Western Expansion to 
Progressivism: 25%

•Standard 3-Isolationism through the 
Great War: 13%

•Standard 4-Becoming a World Power 
through World War II: 29%

•Standard 5-Cold War Era: 19%

•Standard 6-The Modern Age: 13%

LEAP 2025 U.S. History

Approximate percentages per reporting 
category:

•Standard 2-Western Expansion to 
Progressivism: 22%

•Standard 3-Isolationism through the 
Great War: 15%

•Standard 4-Becoming a World Power 
through World War II: 25%

•Standard 5-Cold War Era: 25%

•Standard 6-The Modern Age: 13%



Assessment Administration
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Category EOC (2016 – 2017) LEAP 2025 (2017 – 2018) 

Platform DRC INSIGHT DRC INSIGHT

Testing 
Materials 

• Scratch Paper
• Extended-Response Checklist

(Session 2 only)

• Scratch Paper
• Extended-Response Checklist

(Session 2 only)

Timing Untimed, suggested times Timed



Achievement Levels
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Category EOC (2016 – 2017) LEAP 2025 (2017 – 2018) 
Achievement 
Levels

Four Levels
• Excellent – has demonstrated mastery 

of course content beyond Good
• Good – has demonstrated mastery of 

course content and is well prepared for 
the next level of coursework in the 
subject area

• Fair – has demonstrated only the 
fundamental knowledge and skills 
needed for the next level of coursework 
in the subject area

• Needs Improvement – has not 
demonstrated the fundamental 
knowledge and skills needed for the 
next level of coursework in the subject 
area

Five levels
• Level 5 Advanced – have exceeded college and 

career readiness expectations, and are well 
prepared for the next level of studies in this content 
area

• Level 4 Mastery – have met college and career 
readiness expectations, and are prepared for the 
next level of studies in this content area

• Level 3 Basic – have nearly met college and career 
readiness expectations, and may need additional 
support to be fully prepared for the next level of 
studies in this content area

• Level 2 Approaching Basic – have partially met 
college and career readiness expectations, and will 
need much support to be prepared for the next 
level of studies in this content area

• Level 1 Unsatisfactory – have not yet met the 
college and career readiness expectations, and will 
need extensive support to be prepared for the next 
level of studies in this content area
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Assessment Transition and Results

Administration Testing Window Release of Student Results

Fall November 29, 2017 – December 15, 2017 Five-level LEAP 2025 U.S. History test: 
Summer 2018

Four-level EOC U.S. History test: 
4 to 6 days

Spring April 23, 2018 –May 18, 2018

Summer June 18, 2018 –June 22, 2018

• In 2017-2018, retesters who are not enrolled in a U.S. History course and graduating 
seniors will take the End-of-Course (EOC) U.S. History test. All other students enrolled 
in a U.S. History course will take the LEAP 2025 U.S. History test. 

• Because the results for the LEAP 2025 U.S. History test in 2017-2018 will not be 
released until the summer of 2018, they will not be used in course grades. 



Thank You
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Thank you for your interest in the new LEAP 2025 U.S. History Assessment. 

The table below shows each of webinar dates and times for the LEAP 2025 
high school assessments.

The pdf and recording of each webinar will be uploaded to the Assessment 
Guidance library early next week.

For any further inquiries, email assessment@la.gov.

Course Dates Times
English I and English II Thursday, August 31 9:30-10:30
English I and English II Thursday, August 31 3:30-4:30

mailto:assessment@la.gov
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